EBC-043

“Cold Lake

Mayor & Council

September 15, 2009

Alberta Electoral Boundaries Comumnission 2009/10
Suite 100, 11510 Kingsway Avenue

Edmonton, Alberta

T5G 2Y5

ATTENTION: HONOURABLE JUDGE ERNEST J.M. WALTER, CHAIRMAN

Dear Chairman Walter:

RE: SUBMISSION - ELECTORAL BOUNDARIES COMMISSION 2009/2010

Thank-you for the opportunity to speak on the issue of Electoral Boundaries with the
commission.

The City of Cold Lake resides within the Cold Lake/Bonnyville Constituency. Our current
electoral boundaries is a long standing riding with a good mix of industry; with air force and oil
sands as the anchor of the region and a strong First Nation and Métis community .

The Cold Lake Oil Sands is the third largest oil reserve in Canada. The following summarizes
the challenges with the current electoral boundaries:

* Boundary does not follow natural water courses.

e Cold Lake First Nations traditional lands, which are on the air weapons range, are
located in another electoral boundary (Lac La Biche\St.Paul).

* 4 Wing (Cold Lake Air Force Base), which is located within the City of Cold Lake,
works primarily in the air weapons range north of the City which is located in another
electoral boundary (Lac La Biche\St.Paul).

¢ Province has a lack of lakes so the unique Lakeland area is split into two ridings.

e Oil Industry that operates on the Air Weapons Range needs to work with two (2)
MLA’s.

The following are options for consideration in reviewing the electoral boundaries within this
region:

1) Move the Air Weapons Range into the Bonnyville\Cold Lake electoral boundary.
This adjustment would put the Cold Lake First Nations traditional lands and 4 Wing
Cold Lake lands (Base and Air Weapons Range) under one constituency. The oil
industry on the Air Weapons Range will then be working with the MLA that represents
where their workers live.
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2) Realign the boundaries based on natural water courses and similar environmental
and industrial similarities

Boundary 1 - Lakeland Region

The southern boundary would be the Beaver River from the Saskatchewan border
to the east, then travelling west (including Cold Lake Indian Reserve 149 to the
south of the river) until the river meets Highway 36. This is the westerly
boundary. From there, the border of the riding travels along Highway 36 north
until the highway meets Highway 63. The border of the riding travels north along
Highway 63 until it meets the 21" baseline. This is the northern border and travels
east to the Saskatchewan border. Significant communities would be Lac La Biche
and Cold Lake. The following summarizes the benefits for the area:

o Conklin area of the oil sands better represented in this new
constituency rather than being lost in the Fort McMurray riding.

¢ More similar synergy in the oil sands growth, related issues and the
protection of the natural lakes to this region “Lakeland”.

* Air Weapons range will be part of 4 Wing and Cold Lake First Nations.

* (il companies would be under one (1) constituency rather than two (2).

* Both Cold Lake and Lac La Biche are lakeside communities with
significant tourism and quality of life attraction to all Afbertans.

¢ Boundary follows natural water courses (many of the creeks and rivers
in the region eventually will flow to the Beaver River).

Boundary 2 - Bonnyvifle\St Paul (Highway 28 Riding)

The North Saskatchewan River would provide the southern boundary of the riding
and the northern boundary would be the riding listed above the southern boundary;
primarily the Beaver River. The western boundary would be from the North
Saskatchewan River north to the Town of Smokey Lake and continue along
Secondary Highway 855 encompassing Buffalo Lake Métis Settlement.
Significant communities would be Bonnyville and St. Paul with Elk Point and
Smokey Lake also. Several First Nation and Métis communities would exist
within one riding. The following summarizes the benefits for the area:
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e Similar industries such as farming and light oil (not steam assisted)
industry.

¢ Communities in the constituency have strong rural roots.

s Constituency follows natural river courses.

e Native and Metis communities represented under one riding would
provide better and more consistent representation being achieved.

We are attaching draft maps for reference purposes. If you have any further questions, please
contact me.

Sincerely,

L]

Craig Copeland,
Mayor

Enclosure

KN/cjr
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