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[Judge Walter in the chair]

The Chair: Good evening. Thank you for taking the time to come
out and share your viewswith ustoday. | know | speak for all of us
when | say that we' re looking forward to hearing from you.

My name is Ernie Walter, and I’'m the chairman of the Alberta
Electoral Boundaries Commission. |'d like to introduce to you the
other members of the commission here with me today: on my far
right Dr. Keith Archer of Banff, next to him Peter Dobbie of
Vegreville, on my immediateleft Allyson Jeffs of Edmonton, and on
my far left Brian Evans of Calgary.

Our task here today is that we' ve been directed by legislation to
make recommendations to the Legidative Assembly on the areas,
boundaries, and names for 87 electoral divisions based on the latest
census and population information. In other words, our job is to
determine where to divide Alberta into 87 areas so that each
Albertan receives effective representation by a Member of the
Legidative Assembly. Over the last few months we have been
receiving community input through a province-wide consultation
before devel oping our recommendations. Through hearingssuch as
the one here today we want to hear what you have to say about the
representation you are receiving in your community.

In carrying out thiswork, we have to follow the provisions of the
Electoral Boundaries Commission Act. It saysthat we are to make
proposalsto the Legislative Assembly regarding areas, boundaries,
and names of 87 electora divisions. Asyou can tell, thiswill mean
that we' re mandated to proposefour additional electoral divisionsin
Alberta, which will come into effect at the next provincial general
election. We're also reviewing the law, what the courts have said
about electoral boundariesin the province of Albertaand in Canada,
the work of previous commissions and committees which have
studied the boundaries in Alberta, and the population information
which isavailable to us.

| should present to you a brief summary of the electoral bound-
aries law. As I've mentioned, we are to make proposals for 87
electoral divisions. We have alimited timeto accomplish thistask.
Wearerequired, after consideration of representationsmade at these
public hearings, to submit an interim report to the Speaker of the
Legidative Assembly by February of 2010 that sets out the aress,
boundaries, and namesof the 87 proposed el ectoral divisionsandthe
reasons for these proposed divisions. Following publication of the
interim report a second round of public hearings will be held to
receiveinput on the proposed 87 boundaries. After consideration of
the input the commission must submit a final report to the Speaker
of the Legidative Assembly by July of 2010. Then it is up to the
Legidative Assembly by resolution to approve or to approve with
alterationsthe proposal s of the commission and to introduce abill to
establish new electoral divisionsfor Albertain accordance with the
resolution. Thiswill come into force when proclaimed, before the
holding of the next general election.

One way to ensure effective representation is by developing
electoral divisions with similar populations, especially where
population density issimilar. Thelaw directs usto use the popula-
tions set out in the most recent census of Alberta as provided by
Statistics Canada, which is the 2006 census, but if the commission
believesthereispopulation information that is more recent than the
federal census compiled by Statistics Canada, then the commission
may use this data in conjunction with the census information. We
do have access to thisinformation now in many areas for 2009, and
our most recent numberswould indicatethat theaverage quotient for
the 87 electoral districtsis40,583. The most recent population that

we have for Peace River, the electoral division, is 33,809. | note,
and | should point out, that we are also required to add the popula-
tion of First Nation reservesthat were not included in the census, as
provided by thefederal Department of Indian and Northern Affairs.

Our commission, asl’vesaid, isrequired to divide Albertainto 87
proposed electoral divisions by taking into account the factors it
considers appropriate, but it must by law and shal take into
consideration the following:

(& the requirement for effective representation as guaranteed by
the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms,

(b) sparsity and density of population,

(c) common community interests and community organizations,
including those of Indian reserves and Metis settlements,

(d) wherever possible, the existing community boundaries within
the cities of Edmonton and Calgary,

(e) ...theexisting municipa boundaries,

(f) the number of municipalities and other local authorities,

(9) geographical features, including existing road systems, and

(h) the desirability of understandable and clear boundaries.

The population rulein the act states — and this is very important
— that a proposed electora division must not be more than 25 per
cent above or below the average population for all 87 electoral
divisions. To thisthereis, again, one exception, and that is that up
to four proposed electoral divisions may have apopulation that isas
much as 50 per cent below the average population of the electoral
divisionsin Albertaif three of the following five criteria are met:

(@) the area. .. exceeds 20 000 square kilometres or the total
surveyed area of the proposed electora division exceeds
15 000 square kilometres;

(b) the distance from the Legidlature Building in Edmonton to the
nearest boundary of the proposed electoral division by the
most direct highway route is more than 150 kilometres;

(c) thereis no town in the proposed electoral division that has a
population exceeding 8000 people;

(d) the area of the proposed electoral division contains an Indian
reserve or a Metis settlement;

(e) the proposed electora division has a portion of its boundary
coterminous with a boundary of the Province of Alberta.

It saysthat these arethefive criteria, and to meet this, you must have
three of these that you comply with.

7:05

That’ sagenera overview of thelegidation, but the AlbertaCourt
of Appeal and the Supreme Court of Canada have also provided
guidance. They have agreed that under the Charter of Rights and
Freedoms the rights of Albertansinclude the right to vote; the right
to have the political strength or value or force of a vote an elector
castsnot unduly diluted; theright to effective representation; and the
right to have the parity of the votes of othersdiluted, but not diluted
unduly, in order to gain effective representation or as a matter of
practical necessity. These rulings as well as the Electoral Bound-
aries Commission Act must guide our decisions and, ultimately, the
proposals we will make to the Legidative Assembly.

Now that I’ ve explained the law that we are required to be guided
by, we want to receive the most important input, and that’s your
views. Webelievethat what we hear from you, who will be affected
by these boundary changes, is critical to recommending a new
electoral map that will ensurefair and effective representation for all
Albertans.

We welcome al of you heretonight. For those of you who will
not be speaking, you can still make your views known in writing by
mail, fax, or email. Our staff over there can give you the addresses,
the website, and how you can e-mail any information or mail it or
fax it to us.

With that information I'll now call on our staff to call the first
speaker. Each speaker will have 10 minutesto present and then five
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minutes for questions and answers with the commission. | haveto
point out that the commission’s public meetings are being recorded
by Alberta Hansard, and the audio recordings will be posted to the
commission website. Transcripts of these proceedings will also be
available. If you have registered as a presenter or choose to
participate in this evening's meeting, we ask that you identify
yourself for the record prior to starting your presentation.
Now, our first presenter.

MsFriesacher: Our first presenter is Ms Agnes Knudsen, reeve of
Northern Sunrise county.

The Chair: MsKnudsen, could you please for the record give your
full name for the Hansard.

Agnes Knudsen, Reeve
Northern Sunrise County

MsKnudsen: Certainly. Agnes Knudsen. Isthat full enough?
The Chair: That's full enough.

Ms Knudsen: Thank you, Judge Walter. | am Agnes Knudsen,
reeve of Northern Sunrise county. I’'m here on behalf of my council
who unanimously voted to support the existing electoral boundaries
in which Northern Sunrise county is situated.

One of the factors you have committed to taking into consider-
ation in redrawing the map is a common community. Our commu-
nity is defined in part by agriculture, oil sands development, and
forestry. We understand that the electoral division of Lesser Slave
Lakeisone of the electoral divisions under the required 25 per cent
population variance, being at 28.8 per cent. While the largest land
portion of our municipality and two hamlets, CadotteLakeand Little
Buffalo, are currently within the Lesser Slave Lake electoral
division, the majority of our population resides within the Peace
River electoral division, our community. We do not want to see our
municipality shifted into the Lesser Slave Lake division to increase
its population so as to be within the 25 per cent variance.

Thiselectoral divisionisaready one of the geographically largest
districtsin Alberta. One constituency office is located in the town
of High Prairie and one in the town of Slave Lake. Both of these
offices are located a great distance from Northern Sunrise county
residents, including those currently in that constituency. Inaddition,
they are not located on anormal travel route for our residents. The
major travel route for Northern Sunrise county residentsis highway
2 towards Valleyview through to Edmonton. The other major route
runs highway 2 towards Grande Prairie through Fairview. You can
seethat constituency officeslocated in Slave Lake and High Prairie
are not the optimal locations for the vast mgjority of our residents.

Albertans living in rural and remote areas have communication
accessissuesthat other el ectoral divisionsmay not have. Contacting
an MLA via email is not aways an option for our residents,
particularly in areas with very limited or very expensive high-speed
Internet access. The promises of the SuperNet have not been
delivered to al rura and remote areas.

Asyou noted in your introduction tonight, the Supreme Court of
Canada has agreed that under the Charter the rights of Albertans
include the right to effective representation. The distances that
MLASs in rural and remote areas are required to travel are cost
prohibitive in more ways than simply financial. The human time
cost required to travel to isolated communitiesis already excessive.
At an even larger size these electora divisions will lack effective-

nessand efficiency. A telephonecall cannot replace the presence of
an elected official in acommunity.

Thesignificant distanceto Edmontonisalsoaconcern. Withlittle
accessto air travel, returning to an MLA’s community or home for
aweekend with their family can become strenuous and exhausting.
An MLA located in Calgary or Edmonton is ableto participatein a
town hall meeting within their constituency on the same day they sit
in the Legidature. Our current MLAS physically cannot do that.

Our council appreciatesthe ineffectiveness of an MLA represent-
ing over the 25 per cent population variance; however, our MLAS
are currently representing the largest geographical areas in the
province. If they aregiven larger electoral divisionsto cover, wedo
not believe that effective representation will be achieved.

If thecommissionisinterested in altering the boundariesin which
Northern Sunrise county currently sits, our preferred option would
beto shift to theelectoral division of Dunvegan-Central Peace. This
division makes morelogical sensein terms of travel patternsfor our
residents as well as shared community. Dunvegan-Central Peace
currently hastwo constituency offices: onelocated south on highway
2in Faher, with the other west on highway 2 in Fairview, located en
route to Grande Prairie. While Peace River is obvioudy our
preferred location for an MLA, Falher and Fairview make the next
most logical location, rather than Slave Lake or High Prairie. We
have prepared somerough mapstoillustratethisscenario. However,
our preferenceisto maintain the electoral divisionswe are currently
Situated in.

We a so recommend severing the bottom part of the Lesser Slave
Lake constituency to alow for it to meet the criteria of specia
consideration electoral district.

Effective representation is crucia to democracy in Alberta. Our
council emphatically supports the maintenance of the current
electora boundaries in which our municipality sits to ensure
effective representation is achieved for our residents.

Thank you for your time and questions.

The Chair: Great presentation.
M s K nudsen: Thank you.

Dr. Archer: Well, thanks, Ms Knudsen, for the presentation and for
these maps. Just so that | can understand the situation that you're
addressing, isit thecasethat at the moment Northern Sunrise county
exists within two constituencies? Part of it isin Peace River, and
part of itisin Lesser Slave Lake?

MsKnudsen: That's correct.

Dr. Archer: Your preference is for us not to change that. Is that
your preferred option overall or to have al of the county residein a
single constituency?

7:15

MsKnudsen: If that were to happen, then we're afraid that maybe
you would put the entire county in Lesser Slave Lake, which we
would not prefer.

Dr. Archer: Right. We had a presentation earlier today. We were
in Grande Prairie earlier this afternoon for some hearings, and one
of the presenters at that session was commenting on Lesser Slave
Lake and made some recommendations that | think are related to
your county. I"'mwondering if you can just give usyour responseto
these recommendations. |'mtrying to understand if the recommen-
dations that that presenter provided are consistent with what you' re
saying or are diametrically opposed. | think they’re consistent.
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One of the options that was presented was that polling districts 1
and 2 — | think these are polling districts within Lesser Slave Lake,
Tallcree north and south — be moved to the Peace River constitu-
ency. The second recommendation isthat polling districts 3, 4, and
5—again, | think these are polling districtswithin Lesser Slave Lake
relating to Cadotte Lake, Little Buffalo, and Seetha— al so be moved
to Peace River. | recognize that you've not had a chanceto review
that previous submission, but what’ syour initial responseto that set
of recommendations that we' ve received?

MsKnudsen: It would be less awkward if Cadotte Lake and Little
Buffalo were in the Peace River constituency. | think it would be
easier for that MLA to help thosefolksout inthat areaaswell. They
often look to him for help, and it’ snot really his constituency, so he
really shouldn’t. Yes, | think that would belessawkward. Asfar as
— Tallcree, you said?

Dr. Archer: Tallcree north and south; they’ re polling districts 1 and
2 within Lesser Slave Lake.

M s K nudsen: Just offhand, I’ m not sure how that would affect us.

Dr. Archer: Again, I'm not sure if anybody else knows these
particular areas, but it seemsto be. . .

M s Knudsen: | think that’s way north of the county.
Dr. Archer: Oh. That's north of the county.
MsKnudsen: Yes.

Dr. Archer: | see. Okay. But the latter — Cadotte Lake, Little
Buffalo, and Seetha — are not inconsistent with your recommenda-
tion.

MsKnudsen: That'sright.
Dr. Archer: Okay. Thank you. That'sall | have.

Mr. Dobbie: Thank you, Reeve Knudsen. I’'m sorry; I’'m going to
have to be brief because we have afull house tonight of presenters.
First comment: thank you for avery clear presentation. It ishelpful
to know exactly where you stand. Can | summarize it that you're
satisfied with the existing Peace River constituency asit is presently
configured?

MsKnudsen: Yes.

Mr. Dobbie: My second question. We are attempting to establish
principlesabout effective representation, and one of the optionsthat
we have now isto create up to four special constituencies. Currently
thereis only one defined as a special constituency. Haveyou asan
individual or as a county council addressed that issue? Do you
support the creation of oneor more special constituenciesthat would
have a population up to 50 per cent lower than the average?

MsKnudsen: | think that’ swhat would happen if wetook that little
bottom corner off Lesser Slave Lake. That would make them a
farther distance from Edmonton.

Mr. Dobbie: They already meet the criteria.

M s Knudsen: Oh, they do?

Mr. Dobbie: Yes.

M s Knudsen: That was the only reason we were suggesting that. |
wasn't sure if they were meeting the criteria.

Mr. Dobbie: If you were to give us direction, though, would your
direction beto tend to increase the number of special constituencies
or leaveit at one? | guessthat’swhat I’'m trying to get from you.

Ms Knudsen: | think, perhaps, increase them given some of the
distances from Edmonton that we' re looking at here.

Mr. Dobbie: Thank you. | know your constituency is 276 miles
north to south and 240 across. It'sabig one.

MsKnudsen: Yeah.
The Chair: Allyson, do you have any questions?
Ms Jeffs: No. Asked and answered. I’'mall right.

The Chair: Okay.
Brian?

Mr. Evans: No, I'm fine. | just want to thank you very much,
Reeve Knudsen. A very clear presentation. Thank you.

MsKnudsen: Okay. Thank you.
The Chair: An excellent presentation.
Ms K nudsen: Thank you, sir.

Ms Friesacher: The next presenter is Mrs. Liliane Maisonneuve
Lavoie.

The Chair: Good evening. For therecord could | ask you for your
complete name so that Hansard can get it.

Liliane Maisonneuve L avoie

Mrs.MaisonneuvelL avoie: Yes. It'sLilianeMaisonneuveLavoie.
I’'m here as a concerned citizen. 1’ve been involved in the political
process for many years, but | want to address this meeting in a
general fashion because I've lived in three areas of the province.
First of dl, | was just wondering why we need this at thistime, with
the budget cuts and health services cuts, when we think of Ontario
which has a 12 million population with only a hundred seats in the
provincial Legidature.

The Chair: Could | help you there? By law they are required after
every two general el ections, within about an eight- to 10-year period,
to hold these electoral boundaries hearings. By law they’ ve been
doing this for many, many years.

In relation to the number of seats, that is now the law, and we
don’t have any jurisdiction over it here.

Mrs. Maisonneuve Lavoie: | just went over the cost: probably
about $2 million if you look at four extraMLAS.

Now, respecting the communities and trading areas, | have afew
areasthat I’ m thinking about, especially the francophone communi-
tiesin Alberta. For years Morinville was always with St. Albert,
which waswhere people end up retiring or teaching, and Morinville
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has been moved with Barrhead, which has divided thisarea. It'sa
trading area aso, and it's a community with similar interests.

| want to speak, too, about the St. Paul area. The St. Paul and
Bonnyville areas — that’ s where I’ m originally from — are together.
| would suggest that instead of doing this north and south — if you
look at Lac LaBiche-St. Paul and Athabasca-Redwater, they’relong
constituencies — | would like to see more of an east-west boundary
so that you' re not going from the tip of Conklin there right down to
south of Two Hills. It used to be that we were watching for natural
boundaries. It used to stop at the North Saskatchewan River, just
north of Two Hills, and now it goes down to just about Vegreville.
So | would like to see those two ridings, maybe, you know, on east-
west divisionsinstead of north-south becausethisis quite adistance
if you look at the north-south.

Some of the ridings, too, have been maybe, politely, gerryman-
dered, and | think that that's another thing that the commission
should look at. | know that the Edmonton-Gold Bar riding in
Edmonton doesn't respect the natural boundary and has gone now
north of theriver, crossestheriver, and Kenilworth was taken off of
that. The boundaries for the francophones in Edmonton also have
been split right in half. There are 25,000 francophones right in
Edmonton, and we' re about 200,000 that speak French across the
province.

| want to say that | was looking at this area, and | think that the
Cadotte Lake and Lubicon would be a better division to be with
Peace River, as was spoken about right before me.

It has to be effective, but it’s very difficult when you see 23,000
for someridings and 60,000 for others, where peopl e have the same
MLA and there’s 60,000. So | think probably Calgary will need
another riding. If you look at the statistics for the population,
they’re quite high.

The other one is Edmonton-Norwood. That was taken away in
2004. | think that the Edmonton area, you know, because of the
population there, would probably need one more seat, and that was
already cut last time.

The Fort McMurray area with its growing population would
probably need to have one more representative.

7:25

| would just like to say that respecting natural boundaries—rivers,
large highways — and respecting the communities or the trading
areas would be very important. It would be good to think maybe
more about what’ s good for Albertans and not for the party that’sin
power, so in some ridings where it has been maybe redrawn for the
benefit of some MLAs, | think that that has to be considered.

| was wondering if there were any views or any studies done on
proportional representation since maybe 30 per cent of the voters
have no representative at thistime sinceit’ s first past the post.

That's about my presentation. Thank you.

The Chair: Thank you.
Brian, do you have any questions?

Mr. Evans: Well, thank you, Mr. Chairman, and thank you very
much, Mrs. Maisonneuve Lavoie. Y ou obviously know an awful ot
about the province.

Mrs. Maisonneuve Lavoie: Yes, | do.

Mr. Evans. So we appreciate hearing your comments. One
comment about the east-west preference. Y ou know, | just look at
the provincial map, and | think about the road systemsthat we have,
particularly in the north. My recollection —and I’ ve travelled quite

extensively in the north — is that there's not a great east-west road
system in the north. | mean, there's not a great north-south one
either.

Mrs. Maisonneuve Lavoie: | wasn't talking about the north.

Mr. Evans. Well, you weretalking about St. Paul and Lac LaBiche.

Mrs. Maisonneuvel avoie: Yeah. That'smorecentral, central east.
Athabasca, Lac LaBiche: | wastalking more about that area.

Mr. Evans: So you're talking about that central area.

Mrs. Maisonneuve Lavoie: Yes.
northern part.

| wasn't talking about the

Mr. Evans: Yeah. If weweregoingto befairly consistent with that,
that would require quite afew changes, and one of the thingswe're
trying to do is deal with the growth of Alberta — that's another
reason for looking at this every second election, particularly in
today’s Alberta with the considerable growth — to look at this and
not make gratuitous changes, try not to change the status quo any
more than is necessary given what's happening in various parts of
the province and respecting as well some of the more remote aress,
where we want to ensure that we' re not losing effective representa-
tion. So | take your point, but | think it would be rather difficult to
do that in isolation of the entire province.

Mrs. Maisonneuve Lavoie: That would be more the central:
Barrhead, Morinville, Athabasca, Lac LaBiche, St. Paul. | know the
area quite well, and to go from the north, you know, just about
Wabascadown to past Two Hills—| wasjust suggesting maybe have
them more as square instead of long ridings.

Mr. Evans: Sure. All right. Wdll, thank you again. Very much
appreciateit.

Mrs. Maisonneuve Lavoie: Thank you.
The Chair: Allyson.

M s Jeffs: Thank you very much, and thank you very much for your
presentation. You covered alot of ground there. | wanted to ask
you if you would be so kind asto elaborate on acomment you made
regarding the current riding boundaries in Edmonton. You raised
some concerns that the francophone community, a community of
interest, is split. Could you tell me where you see sort of the
problem areas?

Mrs. MaisonneuvelL avoie: Well, | think it’smostly the Edmonton-
Gold Bar and the Edmonton-Strathconaridings. |f you have amap
of wherethefrancophone populationis, they’ remostly inthe French
quarter. Oneisin Edmonton-Strathcona. Some are in Edmonton-
Gold Bar. Gold Bar, you know, crosses theriver. It never used to
be like that.

M s Jeffs: Soyour concernisthat Gold Bar shouldn’t crossthat river
and that we should — did you talk about restoring?

Mrs. Maisonneuve Lavoie: And it probably could take in more of
the Edmonton-Strathconariding.

M sJeffs: Okay. Did you mention some particul ar neighbourhoods?
Kenilworth?
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Mrs. MaisonneuvelL avoie: Well, Kenilworth wastaken away from
the Gold Bar riding, and | must say that, you know, traditionaly it
was Liberal, so thiswas alittle bit of a surprise.

M s Jeffs: Okay. So your main concern isif that could be restored.
That was, | think, donein the previous boundary, and you think that
that’sbeen anissue. Then are there particular neighbourhoods that
arein the Strathcona areathat you see arein the. . .

Mrs. Maisonneuve Lavoie: No, the Strathcona areais—well, it is
an awkward riding also. It'sin the length instead of the breadth.
But | wasjust concerned more about the francophone boundariesfor
the area and Morinville-St. Albert also, Morinville being placed
outside of the area, more with Barrhead and Westlock.

M s Jeffs: All right. Thank you very much.

Mr. Dobbie: Can you please just answer one quick question? Just
so you know, we have heard in Edmonton that the area across the
river for Gold Bar should come back, so you're not alone there.
Secondly, you understand that we have no authority to deal with
issues like proportional representation.

Mrs. Maisonneuve Lavoie: No. | know. | just thought I’d throw
that in for the next time.

Mr. Dobbie: AndI’mgoing to ask you to also understand that we' re
given alist of many factors, and in some cases we are needing to
trade off between population and communities. Butitisvery helpful
to hear your comments. It is the first time we' ve heard about the
concern about the splitting of the French community, so thank you.

Mrs. Maisonneuve Lavoie: No. | made a presentation in ' 02-03.
Mr. Dobbie: No, but this commission.

Mrs. Maisonneuve L avoie: Oh, yes, this commission.

Mr. Dobbie: That was not us.

Mrs. Maisonneuve Lavoie: Okay. Thank you.

Dr. Archer: | heard the buzzer, so I'm going to end it there.
Thanks.

The Chair: Thank you.
Our next presenter.

M s Friesacher: Our next presenters are Mrs. Cheryl Anderson and
Mrs. Darlene Frith, councillors with the MD of Northern Lights.

The Chair: Good evening.

Darlene Frith, Deputy Reeve
Cheryl Anderson, Councillor
Municipal District of Northern Lights

Mrs. Frith: Good evening. I’'m Darlene Frith, deputy reeve for the
MD of Northern Lights, No. 22.

Thecurrent review of the provincial electoral boundariesincludes
the creation under Bill 45 of four new electoral areas, bringing the
total to 87. While the location of these new constituencies has not
been determined, we must remember that the electoral boundary
review of 2003 clearly indicated that equal representation by

population was not feasible. The commission at that time decided
that effective representation should be the goa and weighed rural
population, sparsity, and distance between communities against
population density in urban areas.

The MD of Northern Lights agrees that this same philosophy of
effective representation as directed by legisation should form the
basis for the current boundary review. We recognize that the Fort
McMurray area has seen an enormous population increase over the
past several years and isin need of effective representation similar
to urban areas which have experienced comparable population
increases.

Themunicipal district also believesthat the sparsity of population
and distance between communities in the Peace River and
Dunvegan-Central Peace constituencies make it extremely difficult
for our provincial representativesto effectively travel and represent
the residents, and any increase in the size of these areas to ensure
that they fall within 25 per cent of the recommended provincia
average is unreasonable. In order for the Peace River electoral
district to contain enough popul ation to meet these requirements, the
physical size of the constituency would have to increase dramati-
caly.

We further believe that making the constituency smaller would
not allow for effective representation asthe people and communities
of Peace River and Dunvegan-Central Peace share common
community interests and work together on many issues such as
transportation corridors, land-use planning plus development and
overall regiona co-operation. Splitting parts of these communities
into other constituencies would destroy regional bonds that have
taken many years to develop. Changing boundaries to include
communities currently located in other constituencies would not
only increasethe physical size, making thejob of the representatives
even more difficult; it combines communities which do not have
common interests, thereby causing a breakdown of effective
representation.

7:35

The MLA for the Peace River constituency currently travels by
vehicle approximately a hundred thousand kilometres annually to
meet with residentsand bring their concernsback to the Legidlature.
Some of the current regulations make it difficult for the representa-
tivesto travel to parts of the constituency as there are no scheduled
flights from the municipal airport in Edmonton to anywhere within
our area except Peace River, which then entails a three-hour road
trip to High Leve for the whole constituency. It would be useful to
allow the MLAs to utilize charter flights and not have to absorb
these costs in their office budgets.

In summary, we believe that for constituencies to maintain
effectiverepresentation, theel ectoral boundariesreview commission
should leave the Peace River and Dunvegan-Central Peace bound-
ariesintheir current state and give serious consideration to changing
the regulations covering MLA travel to allow for the use of charter
flights without affecting constituency office budgets.

The Chair: Thank you. If | could sum that up, you' re happy with
the boundaries as they are, and you believe you're getting good,
effective representation.

If | could add one more thing, we have no control over your
MLA’s budget.

Mrs. Frith: We thought we would just throw that in.

The Chair: Very, very good presentation.
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Mr. Dobbie: Thank you, Deputy Reeve. Again, we' restill develop-
ing general principlesthat we' retryingto apply. We ve heard from
peoplein Edmonton and Calgary, certainly the mayor of Edmonton
and representativesfrom Calgary, that they would like usto consider
Edmonton and its population as onetier, Calgary and its popul ation
as another, and generally we' re hearing that they support the rest of
the province being treated as one large group.

What the quick math tellsusisthat it’ svery closeto 50-50, 49-51
between Edmonton and Calgary and the rest of the province. In
developing general principles, one thing we can look at — and |
mentioned this to a previous speaker — is using more special
constituencies so that it does allow the balance of the provinceto be
closer to the average. That's certainly something we're looking at.

My question to you is: have you as a county discussed your
proposalswith the representativesin Dunvegan? Have you reached
outside of your constituency to talk to your neighbours about this
proposal you' ve made tonight, leaving the boundaries the same?

Mrs. Frith: Yes, we have.

Mr. Dobbie: Werethey in agreement with what you’ re recommend-
ing?

Mrs. Frith: Overall. Wehaven't talked to Mr. Goudreau, but it was
the feeling of others that we had spoken to that, yes, we want to
leaveit asitis.

Mr. Dobbie: Thank you very much.
The Chair: Allyson, any questions?

M s Jeffs: Just one very quickly. Themunicipal district is currently
in two congtituencies. Am | correct about that?

Mrs. Frith: That'sright.

Ms Jeffs: And you're comfortable with that? We ve heard some
concerns about counties being split and so on, but that is not a
concern?

Mrs. Frith: No. It isnot aconcern.
Ms Jeffs: All right. That was my only question.
The Chair: Brian, any questions?

Mr. Evans. Thanks, Mr. Chairman. Thanks, Deputy Reeve.
Without getting you panicky that I’ ve got a hidden agenda here, are
there any areas that you' ve identified either in your MD or in the
constituency generally that you see as not being redistically within
the constituency and better served if that area were out of the
congtituency, whether in Dunvegan-Central Peace or in Lesser
Slave?

Mrs. Frith: | don’t believe Lesser Slave would be an option. No.
We have no preference other than to remain the same.

Mr. Evans: And the comment that Keith Archer made earlier about
Tallcree perhaps being better aligned with Peace River: do you have
any personal knowledge about that? Isit close enough to your MD
that you’'d care to comment?

Mrs. Frith: No, it'snot. I'm afraid | have no comments on that.

Mr. Evans: Okay. And | assure you that we don’'t have a hidden
agenda either.
Thank you.

Dr. Archer: Well, thanks, Councillor Frith. Just looking at the data
that we have, the Dunvegan-Central Peace district, which is
currently the only special constituency, if left unchanged, would be
about 41 or 42 per cent below the provincial average. So if we
continue to leave it unchanged, then it would certainly fall within a
specia district category. The population of the Peace River
constituency isaccording to our data about 33,800 or 34,000, which
placesit about 16 and ahalf or 17 per cent below, so it wouldn’t be
aspecia district. Therewas some comment earlier that we havethe
ability to create up to four special districts. What | hear you say is
that certainly within at least these two constituencies having one of
them asa specia constituency and one as ot aspecial constituency
seems to be working, and there’ s no need to apply a second specia
constituency designation to Peace River and look at decreasing the
population within that constituency.

Mrs. Frith: No, and we would not be in favour of that.

Dr. Archer: Thank you.

The Chair: Thank you very much for agood presentation.

Mrs. Frith: Thank you.

The Chair: Our next presenter.

Ms Friesacher: The next presenter isthe Hon. Hector Goudreau.

The Chair: Good evening, Mr. Goudreau. | see you have someone
with you. For Hansard could we get your name.

Mr. Bremont: Excuse me. My name is Roch Bremont. I'm
president of Dunvegan-Central Peace.

The Chair: Thank you.

Hector Goudreau, MLA, and Roch Bremont
Dunvegan-Central Peace Progressive Conservative
Constituency Association

Mr. Goudreau: I’'m Hector Goudreau, MLA for Dunvegan-Central
Peace and making a presentation on behalf of the Dunvegan-Central
Peace PC association.

Hon. Walter and members of the boundaries commission, it's
certainly my pleasure to be able to present to you tonight. I'm
prepared to go through a presentation, of which you’ ve got a copy,
but I’ m going to highlight more of the points that are there because
I think it’ sgoing to take more than the all otted time for the presenta-
tion. Then certainly we'll be opento questions. Mr. Bremont, to my
right, has also agreed to participate in the question period.

We know that the act states that the commission shall take into
consideration certain factors when determining the boundaries, and
for the purpose of this submission there are anumber of factors that
are of particular importance that we want to look at. One is the
sparsity and density of population. The other one is common
community interests and community organizations, including those
of Indian reserves and Métis settlements. Whenever possible, we
looked at existing municipal boundaries; the number of municipali-
ties and other local authorities; the geographical features, including
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existing road systems; and the desirability of understandable and
clear boundaries. In the past there has been some confusion in and
around the Peace River Airport, for instance, and how that fits in
with Peace River. It's aways been confusing to try to determine
where people were supposed to vote and in which riding they were.

We know that the commission is using various statistics for
determining the population of riding boundaries, and | won't go into
that. Based, however, on the above factors, we want to provide the
following analysis of electoral boundariesin northern Alberta. We
know that there are nine ridingsin northern Albertawhich approxi-
mate the area covered by the Northern Alberta Development
Council. NADC isan existing structure, and it represents basically
all of those nineridings. These ridings are Fort McMurray-Wood
Buffalo, Lac LaBiche-St. Paul, Bonnyville-Cold Lake, Athabasca
Redwater, GrandePrairie-Smoky, Grande Prairie-Wapiti, Dunvegan-
Central Peace, Peace River, and Lesser Slave Lake, with a total
northern population of 317,594. That's on the basis of the last
census. Now, the average population of anorthernriding is 35,288.
So if you take those numbers, divide by nine, it gives us 35,288.
This is a variance of only minus 6.7 per cent from the average
population per riding, suggesting that the north isfairly well served
with nineridings.

7:45

Now, of thefour ridingsin northeastern Albertathree conformto
the act. Those are Lac La Biche-St. Paul, Bonnyville-Cold Lake,
and Athabasca-Redwater. However, Fort McMurray-Wood Buffalo,
with a population of 52,000 and some, is 39 per cent larger than the
average and 5,383 greater than what's permitted by the act. The
bulk of this population livesin Fort McMurray. The only apparent
solutionisto eventually split Fort McMurray betweentworidingsin
amanner similar to Grande Prairie.

We propose that the size of Fort McMurray-Wood Buffalo be
reduced. You'll notice the map that we've provided with the
package there. The suggested southern boundaries would be the
Athabasca and Clearwater rivers, bisecting Fort McMurray in such
amanner that the amended riding would have a population of about
35,000. Now, the riding south of the amended Fort McMurray-
Wood Buffalo would be an amended riding called, we' re suggesting,
Fort McMurray-Lac LaBiche. Thenorthern boundary of thisriding
would, of course, joinwith the southern boundary of therevised Fort
McMurray-Wood Buffalo. That would tend to balance those
particular populations.

| won’t go into alot of details— there are some of those detailsin
my presentation there — but adopting this recommendation would
align the electoral boundaries closer to those boundaries that are
currently used by the Northern Alberta Development Council. The
fiveridings. . .

The Chair: Could | just interrupt for one second, Mr. Goudreau?
The conservative figures now —when | say conservative, there are
figures that are much higher for Fort McMurray — would indicate
77,000, probably closer to 80,000. If you divided Fort McMurray-
Wood Buffalo into two ridings, you would have two constituencies
or divisonswhich aretotally equal, and you wouldn’t be doing any
other. ..

Mr. Goudreau: We recognize that. You know, certainly, our
arguments were on the basis of the last census figures that we were
ableto put our fingers on. When we do projectionstrying to figure
what might happen here from now until, say, 2014, 2015, we aso
see very much the same things for both the constituencies of Grande
Prairie-Wapiti, forinstance, and Grande Prairie-Smoky, with thecity

of Grande Prairie growing as fast asit has over the last little while.
| guessthat when welook at that, we know that there are two ridings
that exceed the variance, but they comply with the exceptions
permitted under section 15(2) of the act.

Now, Lesser Slave Lake, with a variance of about minus 30 per
cent or minus 28.8 per cent, meets three of the five criteriathat are
identified under the act: the area exceeds 20,000 square kilometres,
no town with a popul ation that exceeds 8,000 peopl e, and the riding
contains an aboriginal reserve or Métis colony. Thisridingisalso
experiencing modest growth, especially amongst the First Nations
communities.

Theriding of Dunvegan-Central Peace —and you've aluded to it
a number of times tonight — has a population of 23,650 and a
variance of 35.7 per cent.

TheChair: Which oneareyou referring to there, Dunvegan-Central
Peace?

Mr. Goudreau: Thepopulation of Dunvegan-Central Peace—that’s
right — of 23,649, | believe. Those are the numbers that we have.

Now, | want to say that the riding — and that’s the riding that |
represent in the Legislature — basically exhibits al five criteria for
exemptions under section 15(2) of the act. These include the three
above-mentioned for Lesser Slave Lake plus being in excess of 150
kilometres from the Legidature as well as its western boundaries
being coterminous with the Alberta-B.C. boundary. Section 15(2)
recognizes that large, distant ridings may have a population signifi-
cantly smaller than the provincia average, of which mineis. The
sizeand distancefromthe Legidlaturecertainly makesit difficult for
me as an MLA to service.

| want to maybe highlight some of the issues there. I'll start by
indicating that we've got six rural municipalities, each with their
individual council. We have 10 towns and villages, each with their
elected council. We have 17 hamlets, each with various organiza-
tionsthere. We have one nativereserve. The constituency is multi-
ethnic, predominantly with English, French, and First Nations
communities. We have at least six school boards that overlap and
are represented in the constituency. There is one advanced educa-
tion college split between Grande Prairie and Fairview. The south
edge of the constituency isover 400 kilometresfromthe Legidature.
Certainly, as I've indicated, the constituency borders the B.C.
boundary. My largest town in the constituency is the town of
Fairview, with a population of about 3,500. Most people would be
over 500 kilometres from the Legidlature.

Now, | have not counted them, but we certainly have, you know,
numerous seniors clubs. Just about every community hasaseniors
club, asports club, seniors' lodges, long-term care facilities, youth
organizations, FCSS, ag service boards, and | can go on and on and
on. Every community has major activities where they expect
participation by their representative. Some of those include a
provincially renowned honey festival in Falher; the pond hockey in
Grimshaw, which s, again, another provincial activity; the Wanham
plowing match, that hosts the provincia and nationa and interna
tional plowing competitions.

The other thing is that most of our regiona headquarters — if |
want to talk to theregional department of agriculture, for instance—
areoutside of the constituency, so it precludeshaving to meset. A lot
of our regiona headquarters are based out of either Peace River or
Grande Prairie. There are, nonetheless, a number of departments
and provincia buildings in the constituency. We're dealing with
four RCMP detachments.

In the constituency alone | personally travel between 35,000 and
60,000 kilometresayear. Inaddition, I'll travel between 25 and 45
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trips between Edmonton and the constituency in a year, and those
trips average alittle over 900 kilometres per trip. Going from east
to west in the constituency, if | leave McLennan and | go to Bear
Canyon or Cherry Point on the east side, it takes me three hours to
do that. It's the same distance as travelling from Edmonton to
Calgary, so to go back and forth is the trip that | do on a regular
basis.

WEe've got numerous rivers that cross the constituency, making
direct travel virtually impossible. Now, it wasidentified earlier with
another presentation that we' ve got many residents that still do not
have access to high-speed Internet, making it very difficult to
communicate through modern technologies. We till have areas
wherecellphonereceptionisvirtually nonexistent or extremely poor.
We've got some communities with that. 1t’'s not evident. We deal
with four different newspapers.

There’ sonelittle part of the constituency where the only way we
can access it is for me to go into Dawson Creek and back into the
province of Alberta. There's no direct access to that one commu-
nity, and that’s the community of Gundy. It just givesyou an idea
of the complexity of that special constituency of Dunvegan-Central
Peace.

7:55

Our recommendation, generaly speaking, isto try to identify the
fact that the population base, if it's tweaked a little bit throughout
the north part of the province of Alberta, would for the most part
meet thecriteria. Basically, we' resaying, if we' regoing to maintain
the effectiveness of representation by an elected official, that the
boundaries be minimally changed, if anything, that they should stay
the same. If we believe in effectiveness of representation, then
we' re suggesting that Dunvegan-Central Peace be left asis.

Failing that, we' re making the recommendation that if it needsto
grow —and werecognizethat Grande Prairie’ spopul ationisgrowing
dramatically — Dunvegan-Central Peacewould absorbtherural parts
of Grande Prairie-Wapiti and Grande Prairie-Smoky, the northern
parts of those constituencies, and constrict theridings alittle closer
in towards the city of Grande Prairie.

Mr. Chairman, thereisalot moreinformation in my presentation,
but I'll stop now. Roch and | are prepared to respond to whatever
questions you may have.

TheChair: Inessenceyou'retelling us: “Look. The boundariesare
working as they are right now, and we don’'t need any change.”

Mr. Goudreau: Virtualy that’swhat I'm saying. It's challenging
enough asit is presently. You know, at times|’mtold that I’ m not
seen enough in the constituency. For thetime it takes me to drive,
most of my colleaguesin larger cities can walk acrosstheir constitu-
encies. Again, it was emphasized that we don’t have the transporta-
tion structuresto get me here and back on aregular basis. Often we
finish the Legidature session at 5:30. By the time I'm leaving the
city, it's6 o'clock. Most of my mileage is donein the evening and
during the night. That' sthe only way | can do the type of travelling
that | need to do to servicethe constituency and feel comfortablethat
I’m doing agood job.

Going back to individual municipalities. | can meet —and wetry
to encourage regiona types of meetings, but the municipaities
themselves feel that one is just as important as the other. So if |
meet with the council of the town of Spirit River, there's an
expectation that | meet with all councils within my constituency.
Y ou know, imagine doing that acoupletimesayear, evenif it'sonly
acoupletimesayear.

TheChair: Well, | haveafarm near Silver Valey, and | know how
long it takes to drive there.
Peter, do you have any questions?

Mr. Dobbie: Yes. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and thank you, Mr.
Bremont and Mr. Goudreau. | clearly understand the position
you've taken, so I'm going to move away from that because |
understand it.

I’ll indicate to you that we have been learning that in addition to
the challenges faced by rura constituencies, we're hearing from
MLAsthat we need to consider that there' s a distinction between, |
guess, asuburban urban riding, the suburbs, whereit’ s aneighbour-
hood of the same people, and inner-city urban ridings. There seems
to be an understanding that there can be a distinction within
Edmonton for the demands made upon an MLA. | guess my
question to you is: do you agree with that proposition we' ve heard?

Mr. Goudreau: Sure. There'sno doubt. | don't disagree at all.

Mr. Dabbie: I'm pushing you only because we have to get through.
| guess the good news about that is that if they agree with it there,
they're also conceding that there must be challenges for the rural
MLASs. So | think that’'s a good understanding we' re developing.
Do you have a suggestion or recommendation to thiscommission as
to the number of special constituencies that this commission should
recommend?

Mr. Goudreau: | guessthe attitude that I’ m using and our constitu-
ency isusing is that if it's working reasonably well, especially in
northwestern Alberta, then there’ sno need to add special constituen-
cies or to do any major changes. The system seems to be working,
you know, well. We can start bouncing numbers around and
bouncing people around. We can take parts of the Peace River
constituency and moveit into Dunvegan-Central Peace. We'restill
not gaining a lot. We tend to balance populations and would
probably make two specia constituencies of it, but nothing realy
changesin that effect.

Mr. Dobbie: Thank you. | have lots more questions, but | have to
defer to my fellow commissioners.

The Chair: Brian, do you have any questions?

Mr. Evans: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and thank you very much,
Mr. Goudreau, aswell. Having alittle experience, | would suggest
that the presentation you made would have made an excellent
maiden speech in the Legidature.

Mr. Goudreau: Thank you.

Mr. Evans: It certainly does give us a very good view of your
constituency.

You've aluded to a couple of things that I’'m not sure urban
MLAsarethat aware of. Y our commentsabout cell phone reception,
the Internet — I must say that we' ve heard presentations from urban
MLASs indicating that with the technology available and the
SuperNet available throughout the province, ther€'s no difference
between accessing your rural MLA and your city MLA even though
you can walk to the city MLA’s constituency office. So that’svery
valuable. | would suggest that you and the other MLASs from the
rura north, in particular, might want to take it upon yourselves to
make that point with your urban colleagues.
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Just one question about transportation within Dunvegan-Central
Peace. You’'veindicated that it would take you about three hoursto
get from McLennan to the B.C.-Alberta border.

Mr. Goudreau: That'sright. On the north side of theriver.

Mr. Evans. Yeah. That appears to be probably one of the best
transportation routesin your constituency. | takeit that that’ snot the
best transportation route either, and it just further identifies the
challenges that you have and anyone representing your area might
have. Isthat correct?

Mr. Goudreau: That'sright.

Mr. Evans: Okay. Thank you once again, and thank you very
much, Mr. Bremont, as well.

The Chair: Keith.

Dr. Archer: Thanks. Mr. Goudreau, just to make sure | understand
your position. You've provided us with a map that included a
drawinginwhich you’ ve sketched in apotential second riding inthe
Fort McMurray area and then two potentia extensions to your
riding, but my understanding is that those are not your preferred
solution. Your preferred solution is not to go in that direction.

Mr. Goudreau: That'sright.

Dr. Archer: | just raise that partly because at the Grande Prairie
hearing that we had earlier today, someone else had suggested that
the Dunvegan riding possibly could stretch down and include
Valleyview, and we heard quite a strong reaction to that from
another presenter. 1'm understanding you to say that if we need to
grow somewhere, that would be a logica place, but it's not a
preferred solution.

The second question — and you may not want to answer this, but
I'll pose it to you anyway partly because there was this quite
passionate discussion we had earlier today about thetwo ridingsthat
abut yoursto the south. One of the suggestions coming fromthecity
of Grande Prairie is that we create an urban constituency within
Grande Prairie, a totally urban constituency, and then a second
constituency that includes the northern part of Grande Prairie and
part of Grande Prairie-Wapiti and part of Grande Prairie-Smoky.
Others came to the meeting and argued for the status quo. Based
upon your working rel ationship with people within these communi-
ties, do you have a position on that, or do you have any guidance for
the commission?

Mr. Goudreau: Thank you for that particular question. The map
sort of identifies probably our preferenceif there' s going to be some
movement in that way. There are a couple of things. One, they're
agriculturally based areas. Dunvegan-Central Peace, especially the
full south, is agriculturally based. The relationship with the
communitiesin the various areas is quite similar, so the challenges
arevery similar, and the opportunitiesarethe sameaswell. Itwould
make more sense to concentrate maybe a couple of constituencies
towardsthe centre of Grande Prairieitself or closer towards the city
of Grande Prairie and then to release some of that back to
Dunvegan-Central Peace. That would have atendency to rebalance
numbers considerably.

8:05
Dr. Archer: Thank you.

The Chair: Allyson.

Ms Jeffs: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. | will be brief. Thank you
very much for your presentation. Mr. Goudreau, your current
constituency fits into the special areas, and you seem content with
that.

Mr. Goudreau: That'sright.

M s Jeffs: Y ou have given us an option in case the commission, you
know, looks at that, but we're very clear that that's not your
preference. I'm just wondering if looking into the future with a
constituency such asyoursthat is part of this special category which
may decline as much as 50 per cent below the provincia average,
what is sort of the trgectory in terms of the population in that
constituency at this point? In other words, if we can leave you as
you are now, is this option of perhaps moving the boundary south
and, | note, creating an even larger constituency something that may
be an issue for the next commission? Or do you see something else
happening with the population? In other words, are you going to
continue to decline?

Mr. Goudreau: Thisconstituency hasacouple of little areaswhere
we' reseeing apopul ation growth, and that’ sintheHines Creek area.
WEe've got a large movement of Mennonite families from South
Americathat’s presently occurring, and we' re seeing some changes
there. Therest of the constituency: the community of Fairview has
got moderate growth; the community of Grimshaw has somegrowth.
Again, alot of it will depend on whether or not certain economic
activitiesoccur. Let meusethe proposed nuclear plant, for instance,
of which they talk, aninfusion of 3,000 to 5,000 people, the majority
of which would no doubt live in the constituency or be shared
between Peace River and Dunvegan-Central Peace.

Aside from that, if things stay the same and we use past popula-
tion changes, we anticipate that by 2014 Dunvegan-Central Peace
would basically bevery similar in population towhat it istoday. We
are still seeing the consolidation of farms. Our farms are getting
much, much larger. Our farm familiesaregetting smaller, generally.
Our communities themselves, the community of Watino, for
instance, | don't expect to see any growth whatsoever in that
particular community in the next five, 10 years. Ther€'s nothing
thereto really cause it to grow. We do see some growth, no doubt,
in the constituencies of Peace River and Lesser Slave Lake—1 have
alluded to that — maybe with the aboriginal growth that’ s there, and
in the city of Grande Prairie.

Having said that, there are a number of activities that are occur-
ring that could cause that to change. We've had tremendous
resources that have never been explored. 1I’m going to usetheiron
ore, for instance, just north of Wordey that in the last year and ahalf
or two years the Chinese have shown dramatic interest in. They're
all resources that are there but have basically not been exploited,
which could trigger some population growth. A proposed dam that
was approved by the Legidlature just off Fairview or Dunvegan
itself, that's moving forward. They're doing technical work. It's
going to create some work.

| guesswhat I’ m trying to say isthat, you know, we are not going
to see adramatic declinein population. If anything, it’sgoing to be
stable and dlightly increase but probably not at the speed that you
would seein Fort McMurray or Grande Prairie.

Ms Jeffs: No. Just for clarification, the reason I’ m asking is that
according to our datathe constituency isabout 42 per cent below the
average now. Astherest of the population grows in the province,
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that average riding size is going to increase, and that might create
some issues down the road for future boundary commissions.

Mr. Goudreau: There's no doubt that, you know, certainly the
future commissionswill havetolook at it very, very seriously if our
population remains stable in relation to the growing population
across the province.

Ms Jeffs: All right. Thank you very much, sir. | appreciateit.
The Chair: Well, thank you, Hector, and thank you, Mr. Bremont.
Mr. Goudreau: Thank you.

Ms Friesacher: The next presenters are Clark McAskile and Mike
Mihaly of Mackenzie Region of Northwest Alberta.

The Chair: Could | for the record get you to give your names for
Hansard, please?

Clark McAskileand Mike Mihaly
M ackenzie Region of Northwest Alberta

Mr. McAskile: Yes. | am Clark McAskile. | will be presenting on
behalf of the Mackenzieregion. With meisMike Mihaly. Mikeis
theformer publisher and owner of the newspapers up the Mackenzie
highway and a so the former mayor of the town of High Level.

With us, if | may, Your Honour, is aso Mike' s wife, Ethel, who
is a former president of the High Level & District Chamber of
Commerce, and Mrs. Sylvia Kennedy, who is the current PC
association constituency president for the Peace River constituency
and the president of the High Level & District Chamber of Com-
merce. Also with usis Mrs. Susan Callihoo, who is a former town
councillor and a former Liberal candidate in the Peace River
constituency.

We have a brief presentation, and then Mr. Mihaly would like to
addressacoupleof issuesafter I'mfinished. TheMackenzie Region
of Northwest Albertawould like to request the formation of a new
provincial constituency serving the area north of 56 degrees, 25
minutesnorth, and west of Wood Buffal o national park tothe British
Columbia border, but this would also include the community of
Garden River, which islocated within Wood Buffalo national park.
This would form one provincial constituency from the northern
portions of the current Peace River and Lesser Slave Lake constitu-
encies. Dueto population sizethiswould likely qualify asoneof the
specia consideration constituencies.

The majority of the communities comprising the Mackenzie
region of northwest Alberta are served by the Peace River constitu-
ency with the exception of the communities of Tallcree, which lie
within the Lesser Slave Lake constituency. The communities of
Tallcree, with a population of approximately 500 people, are at the
extreme northern edge of the Lesser Slave Lake constituency,
separated by adistance of 175 kilometresfrom Red Earth Creek, the
next nearest community within that constituency. Tallcreenaturally
trades with Fort Vermilion to the north at a distance of less than 80
kilometres. We believe that placing Tallcree with the northern
communitiesis anatural and logical choice.

For the balance of the presentation | will concentrate on the Peace
River constituency itself and our request to form our own constitu-
ency from its northern portion. The communities of northwest
Albertacomprise anatural region. Whiletrade on alarge scale does
occur along north-south corridors, most local trade in northern
Albertatendsto follow east-west lines. High Level isthemain retail

centre for the region, with LaCréte, Rainbow Lake, and Fort
Vermilion serving theirimmediatelocales. Themunicipalitiesinthe
region havestrong intermunicipal ties, sharing servicesto thebenefit
of their residents.

The suggested southern boundary would extend east-west just
north of Twin Lakes. This is suggested as the north face of the
Hawk Hills creates a natura barrier between these regions and a
geographic gap of morethan 100 kilometres between Keg River and
Manning. As mentioned, the gap on the eastern side of the region
between Tallcree and Red Earth Creek is over 170 kilometres.

The size of this constituency dwarfs most in the province. To
make this presentation, our group drove 300 kilometres from High
Level, adistance greater than that between Calgary and Edmonton.
Had adel egation been present from the constituency’ s northernmost
community, Indian Cabins, or its westernmost, Rainbow Lake, they
would have been required to drive 450 kilometres to be here this
evening, adistance equal to that from Edmonton to Lethbridge.

This distance is accepted by the people of the region but makes
the constituency MLA'’s job much more complicated. One-way
travel from the constituency office in Peace River to the remoter
communities in the north can take in excess of five hours, often
meaning that travel within this constituency is not measured in
hours; it's measured in days. Speaking with the former and current
MLAS, their monthly travel can average 5,000 kilometres and in
some months exceed 15,000 kilometres. Even if the Mackenzie
region isgranted its own constituency, it would still contain over 12
per cent of theland mass of this province and requiretravel times of
up to three hours between the communities within it.

8:15

Theissue of forming aconstituency out of the northern portion of
the Peace River constituency was brought forward in the former
boundaries review process. Unfortunately, it was in between the
rounds. The former commission chair, Mr. Bob Clark, believed the
creation of a Mackenzie region constituency was logica and
sensible, but it had been brought forward too late, and a change of
that magnitude would have had a severe effect on the other constitu-
encies within the region.

Theformer PeaceRiver constituency MLA, Mr. Gary Friedel, had
had severa conversations with Mr. Clark on the matter, and he had
stated he would be available for questions if the Electoral Bound-
ariesCommission believed that hisinput had value. Mr. Friedel also
informed our group that Mr. Clark had assured him that notes were
placed in the file for subsequent commissions to review for the
creation of this constituency.

We do not make this presentation due to any concern we have
with our current or former MLAs. We have been very fortunate to
be represented by intelligent and dedicated individuals. Nor do we
make this presentation to create animosity with the southern
communities within our constituency. The people of Manning and
Peace River are our friends and our neighbours and will remain so
even if we no longer share an MLA. We make this presentation
because we believe the growth in the northern portion of northwest
Albertameritsanew constituency. Werecognizethat the population
in the new constituency will be below the provincial average, but it
should not be lower than the current populations in the Dunvegan-
Central Peace or the Lesser Slave Lake provincia constituencies.

We'd aso like to point out that as the present special consider-
ation constituency of Dunvegan-Central Peacehasvirtually thesame
population as the northern portion of the Peace River constituency,
thereislittlereason to continue attaching the town of Peace River to
a population based more than 300 kilometres distant.

Regardless of the popul ation size, webelieve the creation of anew
constituency for the Mackenzie region would be consistent with the
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1991 Supreme Court of Canadadecision regarding the Saskatchewan
electoral boundaries review where it was held that the creation of
northern constituencies was connected to their need for effective
representation.

Mr. Mihaly would like to add a couple of points.

Mr. Mihaly: Yes. Asthe clerk introduced me, I'm Mike Mihaly.
I've lived in High Level for 36 years, and for the past 20 | was
waiting for that region to become a special consideration constitu-
ency, ever since the Supreme Court decision.

The new proposed constituency, which Clark referred to, would
qualify under all five of your criteria. Consistently in the federal
census we're in the top five growth areas. In other words, our
average growth within census sometimes reaches 20 per cent,
between 10 and 15 to 20 per cent. Right now since we' refour years
in, our population probably hasgrown 2,000 to 2 and ahalf thousand
since the last census.

The thing that | wanted to say is an anecdote to point out that
effective representation is hard to come by when you're that far
away from other areas. Asyou know, ministerscan’t travel to every
constituency all the time. There are just too many constituencies.
| as a mayor for seven years untold number of times had to travel
300 kilometres to make presentations to a minister in Peace River.
Many times the mayor of Rainbow Lake could not afford to take the
time off to have an 880-kilometre return-trip drive and asked meto
make apresentation for him. | don’t think that is effective represen-
tation.

| urge you to take this into consideration and make the changes,
finally, which would comply with the Supreme Court ruling.

| have one question. |sthere any possibility to correct this, take
itto court if it’s not changed again? Since we have ajudge, I'd like
tohavea. ..

The Chair: | don't want to excite the lawyers with respect to the
possible legal fees.

We will certainly take into account your presentation and what
you've said here tonight. We appreciate your thoughts and your
views, and I’m sure there may be a couple of questions here.

Mr. Dobbie: Thank you, gentlemen. Y ou’ve given usageographic
degree; we don’t have that on our map. I’m wondering if | could
have you describe for me or just even mark on thismap — | think we
have ranges and townships.

Mr. McAskile: Actudly, sir, if you look at theline. . .
Mr. Dobbie: If you could just indicate.

Mr. McAskile: It would be approximately on the 25th baseline.
Right here.

Mr. Dobbie: Okay.

Mr. McAskile: Thereason that thiswas chosenisthat | believethe
Notikewin areanorth of Manning—thereisfarmland that extendsup
into this area, and if some of that were to be homesteaded, it would
put people into that northern constituency that would have arealy
long drive to get to any voting stations. That’s why we chose this
line, but that would then reinclude the communities of Tallcree.

Mr. Dobbie: In terms of afollow-up question, | take it that you've
talked with those communitiesthat areto the east, that you' reasking
to include.

Mr. McAskile: Actualy, if | may, | have included in the package
lettersfrom the town of High Level, the town of Rainbow Lake, and
also aletter from the North Peace Tribal Council, which represents
the communities of the Dene Tha, Tdlcree, Little Red, and Beaver
First Nations. | believe the community of La Créte is making a
separate presentation today.

Mr. Dobbie: My fina question that I'll probably be allowed to ask
is — and | haven't seen an actual number in here — have your
communities done a more recent census than 2006 and submitted
that to the province?

Mr. Mihaly: Some did.
Mr. Dobbie: Was High Level one of them?

Mr. McAskile: | don’'t believe there was one done since the last
federal census, no.

Mr. Dobbie: You're saying that it will be over 20,000 people,
though, according to your map.

Mr. McAskile: Yes.

Mr. Mihaly: Between 23,000 and 25,000.
Mr. Dobbie: Thank you.

The Chair: Allyson.

Ms Jeffs: Yes. Thank you, sir, and thank you very much for the
presentation. It introduces a sort of new look to have a horizontal
riding across that portion of the province. Just to be clear, the
configuration you're looking at would then create a single riding
there, and the southern balance, if | can say that, of the Peace River
riding would then bereconfigured between Dunvegan-Central Peace
and Lesser Slave Lake.

Mr. McAskile: We didn’t want to make a comment on where that
would be best alocated. It was just that because there is that big
geographic gap in this area already and the distances involved, we
felt that the northern portion would be viable on its own.

M s Jeffs: | apologize. You know the road networks and so on up
there. Thiswill reinforce sort of natural community linkagesin that
community and works better than a north-south configuration. Is
that what you're.. . .

Mr. McAskile: Most of the communities within that region travel
east-west on the highway. There are only two north-south links.
That is highway 88, which goes from Fort Vermilion through
Tallcree down to Red Earth and Slave Lake, and highway 35, which
we travelled today, which is between High Level and Grimshaw.

Ms Jeffs: And the ideais that this would fit into the specia areas
category.

Mr. McAskile: Likely the population would fall below the 25 per
cent.

M s Jeffs: Thank you. | appreciate seeing theletters of support from
the other communities, particularly the First Nation communities, in
your package. Thank you very much for that.
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The Chair: Brian, any questions?

Mr. Evans: Thanks, Mr. Chairman, and thanks, gentlemen. I'mjust
curious about the efficiency that you'd gain by having this special
riding. Isthereair traffic regularly from Edmonton that would take
you up to High Level? | guessthat would betheonly place. | know
there' sastrip at Rainbow Lake.

Mr. Mihaly: Yes. There are daily flights from Edmonton to High
Level.

Mr. McAskile: And Rainbow Lake aswell.
Mr. Evans. And to Rainbow. Okay.

Mr. McAskile: Six days aweek there are at least two flights a day
in and out of High Level. They also generally connect to Rainbow
Lake.

Mr. Evans: Okay. You're not suggesting this southern boundary
straight across. You'd besatisfied, if “satisfied” isthe correct word
—as| understood your presentation, you’ retalking about theexisting
Peace River boundary and then the southern boundary being at that,
whatever.

Mr. McAskile: At approximately the 25th baseline. There is
population within the Keg River and Carcajou areas as well that
would be included in the northern constituency.

8:25

Mr. Evans. Okay. But you'd leave this configuration, basicaly,
that I'm pointing out.

Mr. McAskile: | don't believe there’ s any population in the north
part of Dunvegan-Central Peace that would be affected there. The
consideration, the one that | believe is under a separate letter from
Tallcree and isal so under consideration with the North Peace Tribal
Council, is to include Tallcree back into the north Peace constitu-

ency.
Mr. Evans. All right. Thanks very much. Appreciateit.
The Chair: Keith, any questions?

Dr. Archer: Yeah. Thanks, gentlemen, for the presentation. You
know, at the moment we have two constituencies, one of whichisa
specia constituency, population around 23,000. Theother is Peace
River, not a specia constituency, population about 33,000. If the
commission adopted your proposal, to a certain extent it seemslike
you would almost switch the two ridings around. Y ou would have
anorthwest corner whichismoresquarein shape, lessdistance north
and south. That would be about 23,000, by the sounds of things, and
would require a specia designation. And then if you added the
southern part of the Peace River constituency to Dunvegan, that
would give you a constituency of about 33,000.

Now, your argument isthat for the areathat you' re most interested
in, it would result in more effective representation. Would you have
a comment on whether your sense is that this would provide more
effective representation in a reconfigured southern Peace River-
Dunvegan constituency? In other words, would it benefit both areas,
or do you see the benefit primarily being the area north of the 25th
baseline?

Mr. Mihaly: Personally, first of al, | don’'t envy your position.
Second, | really don't think we are qualified to comment on what
effect it would have somewhere else. It probably will haveadomino
effect, and you'd have to change it al the way down to Grande
Prairie. But | think it's amost imperative, for us to have effective
representation, that we not have this kind of distance to cope with
constantly and that our MLA has to cope with constantly.

The second thing that | might say is that it feels like no matter
how nice we are about it, we are sort of amost attacking our
neighbours and our MLA, who is agood friend of ours. We don’t
want to do that. Wethink that in order to catch up to the rest of the
province, because we' re probably decades behind in some cases, we
need more effective representation.

Dr. Archer: Thanks. My second question has to do with: what
would be your projection for, let’s say, 10 or 15 years out? We
heard earlier that the projected growth rate within the current
Dunvegan-Central Peacedistrict islikely to befairly stable, not alot
of growth inthat area. What do you see asthe growth projectionsin
this Mackenzie area over the next 10 to 15 years?

Mr.Mihaly: Thirty-six yearsago, when | arrived in High Level, the
region’s population was 6,000. Now it's 23,000 to 25,000, so it is
growing. The birth rate is very high. We're the only region,
apparently, that's building schools. We have to build schools
because there are more children coming. So the growth rate is
phenomenal.

Mr. McAskile: The Mackenzie highway isthe only entrance to the
Northwest Territories in Alberta. All of the flow of traffic goes
through the community of High Level intotheNorthwest Territories.
Almost all goodsflow either by rail or road through that community.
A lot of thegrowth istied to the resource industries, most definitely,
inthearea. Thereis more white zone being opened for agriculture
but also forestry and oil and gas. It’'s a very vibrant, mixed econ-
omy. Well, it wasalot more vibrant ayear or two ago. The growth
potentia is fairly large, and with the continued growth in the
Northwest Territories those services are going to continue to be
required in northwest Alberta.

Dr. Archer: Thanks, gentlemen. Thanks, Mr. Chairman.

The Chair: Thank you both for your presentations. We'll move on
now.

Mr. McAskile: Thank you. | have the original letters. We look
forward to your deliberations.

The Chair: Thank you.

Ms Friesacher: The next presenter is Mr. Jake Wiebe with the La
Créte chamber of commerce.

The Chair: For Hansard could | get you to give your full name,
please.

JakeWiebe, LaCréte Area
Chamber of Commerce

Mr. Wiebe: My nameis Jake Wiebe. | will be representing the La
Créte chamber of commerce. Mineisgoing to be short, considering
all the others.
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The La Créte chamber of commerce knows the importance of
population growths and shiftsthroughout the province. Wefedl itis
important to rely on the boundaries, but at the sametimewefeel that
it has some drawbacks. Our main concernisthat in northern Alberta
the communities are spaced far apart from each other, making it
difficult for our MLA tovisit al the communities. We feel that our
MLA isworking hard to keep up with the needs of al the peoplein
his riding, and he spends countless hours travelling around to keep
up. Wefed that if hisriding got any bigger, moretimewould go to
travelling and less to hearing the needs of the communities.

We realize the population is a bit short of the requirements, but
the distance and vast area, we feel, should be taken into consider-
ation. We strongly urge that the boundary stay as status quo. We
areasking the AlbertaElectoral BoundariesCommissiontotakethis
into consideration.

The Chair: Thank you, Mr. Wiebe. | take it your submission, in
essence, isto leave the boundaries as they are.

Mr. Wiebe: Yes. Yes. | would like to comment alittle bit on the
High Level presentation. For some odd reason they failed to ask the
La Créte region about our thoughts on it. Just to let you know, we
are Peace River north in our riding. We are the largest community
north of Peace River, excluding Peace River.

The same with health. In both the High Level hospital and the
Fort Vermilion hospital 50 per cent of the patients there have La
Créte addresses.

And, yes, we did drive over 300 kilometresto come hereto do our
presentation.

The Chair: Well, thank you.
Allyson, do you have any questions?

Ms Jeffs: Just quickly. If you could expand a little bit on your
thoughts on the previous presentation and that configuration. You
would prefer to see the boundaries | ft as they are?

Mr. Wiebe: Yes.
M s Jeffs: And La Créte would bein that new constituency.
Mr. Wiebe: Yes, they would be.

M s Jeffs: If you can just elaborate on what you think the advantages
are to maintaining.

Mr. Wiebe: Right now | think that if it was to change the way the
presentation was before me, we feel that we would —we feel likewe
always get the short end of the stick. Just a prime example was the
presentation that was provided. Our name was completely left out.
If you take alook at the map that you have on your website, with all
the boundaries, our nameisn't even on there. | don’t know what to
do to get on the map. We aways are misrepresented is what I'm

saying.
The Chair: You're on the map tonight.

Mr. Wiebe: We have alot of peoplethere. All of thisinformation
can be taken from the La Créte Health Care Review Committee.
They did a study where a group of local businessmen hired
Archibald research to get the numberswhich | amtalking about here
tonight.

M s Jeffs: Thank you. That was my only question, Mr. Chairman.
The Chair: Brian, have you any questions?

Mr. Evans: Well, | see La Créte on our map, So you are on the map.
Mr. Wiebe: Perfect.

Mr. Evans. Y ou know, you are considerably north, and you would
bewell withinthisMackenzieregion. What' sthe current population
of La Créte?

Mr.Wiebe Thehamletitself isaround 3,000, and in a40-kilometre
radiusit is over 7,000.

8:35

Mr. Evans: My recollection from being there afew years ago isthat
forestry isthe main industry.

Mr. Wiebe: Forestry and farming. Yes.

Mr. Evans. And farming. Yeah. Okay. Thank you very much for
the presentation. | appreciateit.

The Chair: Peter.

Mr. Dabbie: Thank you, sir. 1t'sone area of the province | haven’t
beento. | haven't been to LaCréte. | take it the challenge that we
are seeing on the map is that because La Créteisahamlet, it hasn’t
expanded to take additional territory in, so it's presence doesn’t
come nearly close enough to showing its actual configuration, sort
of likethe hamlet of Sherwood Park. All right. Again, that wasvery
helpful.

| want to understand. Again, as Ms Jeffs asked, it would seem
that by drawing theline acrossthe 25th baseline, theriding would be
smaller, on the face of it, and it would seem that the communities
would becloser. It sounded likeyour community’ spresencein High
Level in, you said, the headlth facilities is significant. Just so I'm
clear, there must be alot of benefit in getting down to Peace River.
You still would be able to travel there, but I'm just needing to
understand: do you feel you would be less well represented in a
smaller constituency?

Mr. Wiebe: Yes.

Mr. Dobbie: Okay. It would be helpful to know some further
details from your group at some point.

Mr.Wiebe: Yes. Thereisalot of history there. | don’t really know
how to say this, but we fedl that right now the MLA that we have
currently — we have never received so much feedback and so many
visits as from the one we currently have. We feel he is very busy,
but at the same time he always makes the effort to come to our area.
So we would like to see the constituency stay asis.

Mr. Dobbie: The systemisworking. Thank you.

The Chair: Keith, do you have any questions?

Dr. Archer: No. No further questions. Thanks.

The Chair: Thank you very much. Again, if you have any further

presentation in terms of asubmission, feel freeto e-mail it, fax it, or
whatever.
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Mr. Wiebe: Okay. Thank you very much.

M sFriesacher: Thenext presenter isMr. Brian Allen with thetown
of Grimshaw.

The Chair: Good evening. Mr. Allen, would you please for the
record give your full name.

Brian Allen, Mayor, Town of Grimshaw
Mr. Allen: Brian Allen.

The Chair: Thank you.

Mr. Allen: Well, good evening, and thank you to you the commis-
sion members for the opportunity to make a short —and I'll makeiit
very short — presentation to you this evening. As| said before, my
name is Brian Allen, and I’'m the mayor of the town of Grimshaw.
Grimshaw is centrally located within the MD of Peace.

Veronica Bliska, the reeve of the MD of Peace, was to have
presented with me tonight. Unfortunately, she was delayed in
Calgary and unable to be here.

My presentation will probably echo many of the comments made
by Minister Hector Goudreau.

Asthetown of Grimshaw and municipal district of Peace No. 135
are two of several municipalities located within the Dunvegan-
Central Peace constituency, we would like to urge the Electoral
Boundaries Commission to recognize that the constituency must
maintain its status as a special consideration electoral division.
Dueto thelarge geographic area of the constituency, the sparsity of
the population, and the distance from the L egislature, it isbecoming
increasingly difficult for the elected MLA to effectively represent
theresidents of the constituency. The peopleof thisconstituency are
deserving of fair representation in the Alberta Legislature.

The following facts are provided as justification for the
Dunvegan-Central Peace constituency maintaining its status as a
special consideration electoral division. There are currently 16
municipal governments within the constituency: six rural, 10 towns
and villages. This results in a broadly distributed population
throughout the constituency. The largest single municipality isthe
town of Fairview, with apopulation of approximately 3,200 people.
There are at least six school boards within the constituency. Four
RCMP detachments operate within the constituency. There are
countless numbers of seniors clubs, community organizations,
sports clubs, seniors' lodges and long-term care facilities, youth
organizations, gasand water co-ops, agricultural societies, churches,
and special events; for example, the pond hockey championships,
Wanham plowing match, honey festival, North Peace Stampede,
music festivals, et cetera

In order to serve the constituency, the MLA normally travels up
to 60,000 kilometres per year within the constituency. Travel
reguirements are much more demanding than would be encountered
in much smaller urban constituencies. In addition to travel within
the constituency, 25 to 45 annual trips to Edmonton are required,
averaging 900-pluskilometres per trip. 1t requiresup to three hours
of one-way travel from McLennan, located in the southeast, to
Cherry Point, located in the northwest of the constituency.

The small-town, rura character is common throughout the
constituency, with the agricultural and natural resource sectors
providing the economic base.

Although the current population of the constituency is more than
25 per cent below the provincial average of 37,820, it is our belief
that any attempt to increase the geographic size of the constituency

or significantly reconfigure the boundaries of the constituency will
negatively impact the ability of the MLA to properly represent the
interests of the constituents.

Thank you for the opportunity to present our views regarding the
importance of maintaining the existing boundaries of the Dunvegan-
Central Peace congtituency. We strongly believe that the constitu-
ency meets the criteria for recognition as a specia consideration
electoral division.

The Chair: Thank you.
Brian, have you any questions?

Mr. Evans: No. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Thank you, Mr. Allen.
That’s very clear and totally consistent with your MLA’s presenta-
tion, so we hear you loud and clear.

M s Jeffs: | just have one matter to touch on. Thank you very much
for your presentation. Y ou’ ve heard the previous presentation about
the potential to create a different configuration for a riding, that
would affect more Peace River than your current constituency but
then which might leave, if | can refer to it, that sort of tail of the
Peace River congtituency to somehow deal with. I’ mjust wondering
if you would have any comment on a reconfiguration, if the
commission were to accept the previous submission, with regard to
that sort of northern riding and looking at dealing with some of these
other communities, Manning and so on. Would you have any
comment as to how that area should be dealt with with respect to
either Dunvegan-Central Peace or to Lesser Slave Lake?

Mr. Allen: Well, | don’t want to discount the views of our neigh-
bours, but | do believe that the constituency asisisbig enough. In
fact, we' re very pleased with the representation we receive from our
MLA, but heis spread awfully thin. | think that adding anything to
that territory would create just more work for him and |ess opportu-
nities for us to have contact.

Ms Jeffs: All right. Thank you very much. That was my only
question.

Mr. Dobbie: Thank you, Mayor Allen. Just following up again on
this issue because we've heard two pretty divergent views so far
tonight. Inlooking at the southern part, the Peace River tail, if we
can call it that, or the southern component, it seemsto methat it is
quite far away from the balance of the Lesser Slave Lake constitu-
ency and that the only way to move it would be west. | takeit I'm
correct in that assumption, that there isn’t any natural connection
from Peace River over further east; there’ s no way to get there?

Mr. Allen: To, sorry?

Mr. Dobbie: To head east towards Slave Lake, you' re going down
south and around before you get anywhere.

Mr. Allen: Well, there are some resource roads, but until we have
an east-west connector in the north part of the province, it’'s not
going to happen.

Mr. Dobbie: One other questionsis: where's Wanham, and when's
the plowing match? | want to bring up the kids.

Mr. Allen: 1 would like to defer to our MLA. It's by Rycroft, and
I’'m not exactly sure when the plowing match is. We put that in
there just to indicate the number of different events and groups that
our MLA does make thetime to go and see.
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If | could comment on your question regarding the people of
Manning in that area, I’ m not exactly sure—1 wasin the back of the
room, so | didn’t see the dividing line that they were talking about
for that northern constituency — but the community of Manning is
close to an hour north of Grimshaw, so adding that to Dunvegan-
Central Peace just creates alot moretravel for the MLA. | think it
shufflesthings around, and it’ sthe same problem, just in adifferent
ballpark.

Mr. Dobbie: Thank you.
8:45

Dr. Archer: The proposal from the people from the Mackenzie
region had a couple of implications. 1'd like to kind of separate
them if | could. One of them was to look at moving part of the
northern section of your constituency into a new constituency, into
the Mackenzie constituency, and the map that we have doesn’ t show
any population centres there. Would that involve any significant
movement of population?

Mr. Allen: No. There'snot alot of population there.

Dr. Archer: Again, independent of other changes involving
Manning and Peace River, that are east of your constituency, do you
have a view on that part of the proposal to look at moving that
section of the constituency to a different constituency?

Mr. Allen: | guess my thoughts on those communities would be —
| guess we're talking about Cleardale, Bear Canyon, those areas.
Redlly, they're only accessible through Fairview-Hines Creek. So
if they were part of that northern constituency, the MLA would have
to come down to our area and go across back up to them. There
really isn’t any other way to get there. Correct meif I’'mwrong.

Mr. Goudreau: | think they’re talking aline further north.

Mr. Allen: Okay. So they wouldn’t be included.
Y eah, north of that there really is no popul ation.

Dr. Archer: Okay. Thank you. That'sall, Mr. Chairman.

The Chair: Well, thank you very much, Mr. Allen. Tell Reeve
Bliskathat we appreciate the presentation.

Mr. Allen: Thank you for your time.
The Chair: Thank you.

Ms Friesacher: The next presenter is Iris Callioux, mayor of the
town of Peace River.

The Chair: Good evening. We haveto ask you for your name, Iris,
for the record.

Iris Callioux, Mayor
Town of Peace River

MscCallioux: Yes. My nameislrisCallioux, and | am the mayor of
the town of Peace River. Asthe mayor of the town of Peace River,
first, | would like to welcome al of you back to the town and
encourage you to continue to drink the water, for the legend is that
if you drink the water of the Peace, you will return.

On behalf of the town of Peace River | would like to thank the
commission for the opportunity to make this presentation to the

Electoral Boundaries Commission. | offer the following comments
for your consideration. First, | represent the council of the town of
Peace River, and the council has had full discussion on the presenta-
tion that’ s being made tonight.

The geographic size of the Peace River constituency we believe
must not be increased. Although the Peace River constituency
contains a population that falls approximately 10.9 per cent below
the provincia average of 37,820, the geographic area contains
83,500 square kilometres. This represents 12.6 per cent of the total
area of the province and is 10.5 times the geographical size of the
average Alberta congtituency. The population base is widely
scattered, creating many challenges and difficulties for the MLA
withrespect to providing fair and equitableaccessand representation
for the constituents.

The population of the Peace River constituency is broadly
distributed, and reaching constituentsrequiresexcessivedrivingtime
already. There are no twinned highways in this constituency, many
paved highways do not have paved shoulders, and several roads are
of agravel standard. The distance between the two largest commu-
nities in this constituency is a 600-kilometre return trip. Peace
River, themost southerly community, isa1,000-kilometreroundtrip
to Edmonton.

It is important to acknowledge that enlarging the Peace River
constituency would compromisethefair and equitabl erepresentation
of constituents. Rural and dispersed populations are deserving of
specia consideration when defining electoral boundaries. This
being said, we believe that the communities of Cadotte Lake and
Little Buffalo areisolated in their current constituency and must be
easier to reach from the Peace River constituency.

We have had discussion with the members of the community
council in Little Buffalo, and we are advised that — | think thereisa
member here today — they would wish to have their area covered by
our MLA.. | took the liberty of contacting our MLA to seewhat his
position was, and he said that he would be very pleased and
honoured to represent them and felt that he could do so within this
current riding. So we encourage you to carefully consider their
presentation to your commission.

| just want you to note that the town of Peace River is very
uniquely situated right in themiddl e of four rural communities; three
of them we are very connected to. We havewell-established trading
patterns that have developed over the last couple of centuries. The
town of Peace River and theriver itself werethedraw, and it wasthe
North West Company that traded furs in this area and created a
trading pattern to the town. From our northern area we have had
very good connection with both the community of La Créte and the
community of High Level. | sincerely respect the representation
from the community of High Level; however, it is our position that
the electoral boundaries should and can continueto remain the same.

| trust that you will recognize our desire as a community within
the Peace River constituency to be afforded the same opportunity as
other Albertacommunitiesto meet with and befairly represented by
our MLA. | know that istheintent of your commission, so we very
much respect that.

If there isto be a change, | would very much want to ensure that
thetown of Peace River, the MD of Northern Lights, and the county
of Northern Sunriseremain within onearea. Now, the entire county
of Northern Sunrise is avery large county, and the natural trading
patternsfrom Red Earth Creek-Loon Lake are south to High Prairie.
I’ m not suggesting that they would beincluded but definitely therest
of the county.

The other isthe MD of Peace and the town of Grimshaw. There
isalot of travel back and forth between our communities. We're
very connected by culture, we're very connected by history, and
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we' re very connected in relationships. Our community has worked
very hard to develop positive relationships with all of our rural
neighbours, and werespectfully suggest that we should be combined
together.

Although | will go with my council’s comments, and | will
support them fully that we would like our boundaries to remain the
same, | only make those comments if you’ re considering a change.

The Chair: Thank you.
Peter.

Mr. Dobbie: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and thank you, Mayor. The
topic of Peace River has come up quite abit in the latter half of our
meeting tonight, and it was hel pful that you’ ve had achanceto think
about this proposal. | take it you had some advance notice.

Ms Callioux: We did, and our council has considered it fully.

Mr. Dobbie: On one hand you' re saying: please don’t increase our
riding.

Ms Callioux: That’sright.

Mr. Dobbie: On the other hand you're saying: maybe you can
increase it to add the eastern haf of Northern Sunrise county or at
least aportion of it. Can you show us on the map how much you
would like to add around those communities?

Ms Callioux: My presentation was based on the fact that what we
are asking for isthat our riding remain exactly theway it iswith the
exception that the land claims settlement — Cadotte Lake, Little
Buffalo — be included in our riding. That is their natural trading
pattern. They are here al the time to shop. They are here al the
time to do business and attend for doctor’ s appointments, et cetera.

Mr. Dobbie: Sowe'll reachin there, iswhat you' re suggesting. Do
you know how much population you’ re adding to this constituency
and taking away from Lesser Slave Lake?

8:55

Ms Callioux: The population of Little Buffalo is about 400, and
Cadotte would be about perhaps another hundred.

Mr. Dobbie: Thank you. | just wasn’t sure what we were adding.
The Chair: Areyou finished?

Mr. Dobbie: That'sal | need for now. Thank you very much.

Ms Callioux: You're welcome. Thank you.

The Chair: Brian.

Mr. Evans. Thanks, Mr. Chairman. Thank you, Your Worship.
Two questions. Isthereactually aroad from Cadotte Lakeand Little
Buffalo over toward that horth-south route from Red Earth down to

Utikoomak?

Ms Callioux: Thereis, and it is a paved road. It does not have a
paved large shoulder, but it is a paved road.

Mr. Evans: But those two areas do not go to Red Earth for any of
their shopping. They’ve got more facilitiesin Peace River.

Ms Callioux: Our experience is that they continue to do business
within the town of Peace River. Most of that area is aboriginal
community, and the town of Peace River has an aborigina inter-
agency committee that represents the aboriginal component of our
area and is very well connected with that community. They have
traditionally through history, through trading patterns aways come
to the town of Peace River.

Mr. Evans. My second question. You've talked about the good
relationship that you havewith Grimshaw and that you wouldn’t feel
any problemwith being in the same constituency as Grimshaw. Can
you identify any advantages that would occur to you from being in
the same constituency?

MsCallioux: | only made those commentsif you were considering
achange.

Mr. Evans: | know it’'s secondary.

M s Callioux: | do support them staying the sameaswell. They are
about 25 kilometres from the town of Peace River. We go there
oftenfor hockey. We definitely takein anumber of their events. So
we are avery close community in that regard as well.

| don't know that there are any benefits. The way that it's
currently operating, it functions very well. They feel well repre-
sented, and | know that the town of Peace River feels very well
represented by our MLA. We are fortunate that our MLA livesin
the town of Peace River, but that may not always be the case.
There' s aways the option that the person could live in the town of
High Level. We till feel that the boundaries should remain the
same.

Mr. Evans: Thanks very much. Appreciate your presentation.
The Chair: Allyson.

Ms Jeffs: Yes. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Thank you very much,
Mayor Callioux. Certainly, you've been very clear about what your
preferenceis, that the boundaries stay the same. | think one of the
other messages we' ve had very, very clearly isthat the constituency
isvery large. It just seemsthat if there was to be consideration of
sort of a more northern region with the Mackenzie group, as the
Mackenzie group has suggested, it might be possible to create a
more manageably sized community in the southern boundary. 1'm
curious asto what the concern would be with Peace River. You've
certainly made it clear that if something was to change, you would
like certain communities to stay in the sameriding.

Ms Callioux: You've heard and | fully respect and understand the
position of the Mackenzie presenters. |I've travelled the width and
breadth of this entire area as clerk of the court and sheriff, so I've
been in absolutely every community and on every reserve. | fully
appreciate the size of the community, of thearea. | aso understand
some of the complexities of the history that's there.

| believe —and thisis just my own belief from knowing some of
the people in the area — that La Créte may feel more comfortable
remaining within the Peace River riding. However, | think the other
thing that you should consider isthat in order to get to LaCréte, you
either go across aferry or an ice bridge or you go around through
HighLevel. Sol think that’s something that you should be aware of.

Community is a huge word, but it means alot to the people that
livein it and are connected to it. If you consider community, my
feeling isthat that areamay fedl well connected to thetown. | know
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that whenever | am shopping, | see many people from the La Créte
areathat are shopping within the town of Peace River.

M s Jeffs: Thank you very much.

Dr. Archer: Thanks, Mayor Callioux. | wanted just to talk about
the area on the eastern edge of the southern portion of the constitu-
ency that you had made referenceto, around Cadotte Lake and Little
Buffalo. | had mentioned earlier that we had a presentation earlier
today that recommended not only those two communities but athird
onein that area, Seetha. They are evidently polling divisions 3, 4,
and 5 within Lesser Slave Lake and also polling districts 1 and 2 in
Lesser Slave Lake, which is Tallcree north and south. That would
bejust alittle bit southeast of La Créte at that right angle. It would
be bringing those two communitiesin. Are you familiar with any
representational issues that are going on in those areas that would
align these communities more closely with Peace River as opposed
to Lesser Slave Lake?

Ms Callioux: North and south Tallcree currently go west. | fully
respect the representati on from the Mackenzie group. They arevery
correct, from my knowledge of that area. Those people go west to
the town of High Level for al of their needs, and there is no
connection roadwisethat isausableroad. Thereishighway 88, but
it is gravel, and it is not a tremendous grade. You know, you're
taking your vehicle and yourself at risk when you' re travelling that
area. So most people would go to High Level from that area.

The Seethaarea. 1I'm sorry. Whereaboutswould that be? |sthat
south of north and south Tallcree?

Dr. Archer: The text on this map is so smal and my eyes are
getting so poor as | agethat I'm not ableto find it. | don’t know if
anyone €else is familiar enough with that area to know what the
Seethaareais.

M s Knudsen: There was a sawmill there which has shut down. So
I’m not sure that there’s much of a population there.

Ms Callioux: Red Earth Creek isjust directly east of the town of
Peace River, and it is connected by a paved road. It would be just
further east than Little Buffalo and Cadotte. It aso has a paved
connector road that goes both to the town of Slave Lake and the
town of High Prairie. | understand we have people that commute
that way for business purposes on a regular basis to serve the
industry in that area, but so do the other two communities.

Dr. Archer: Right. Great. Thanks so much.

The Chair: All right. Thank you very much, Madam Mayor, and
say hello to my good friend, the past assistant chief up here, Rick
Mclntosh.

Ms Callioux: | will do so. Thank you.

The Chair: All right. Since we have no further presenters, let me
thank you al for your time and your presentations. Wewill consider
them carefully, and | hope we'll come out with a decision that'll
make you all happy. Thank you.

[The hearing adjourned at 9:04 p.m.]
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